
Sing, Pray ~ r 
And S·tand· 
In Street 1 

·Prc;,ceissfon Goes 
Half a 8(()ck, 
Ha·lted By Police 

By Associated Press 
SELMA, ALA. - More than 

ilSO Neg,roes and white clergymen 
marched from a church. here 
f ednesday night and stood in 
~e street singing and praying 
after police halted tihe procession. 

It was the first night march 
fince Gov. , Geonge C. Wallace 
eann.ed afber-dark demonstrations 
fuliowing a violent outburst at 

ar,by Marion the nig!ht of Feb. 
18. 

Negro leaders vowed they 
would stay in the street until 
arrested or allowed to proceed. 

Wednesday night's maroh -
baited after a half a block -
pushed to nearly 2000 the number 
f demonstrators who surged into 

the streets here and at Mont· 
gomery; the state capital, in the 
Jong, tense day. ~ 

Five hundred marchers were 
blocked by police in the day-

~ <le-~~..:. 
gomery, massing at the state 
captlol in a futile effort to hand 
the governor a civil rights peti-
tion. ~ 
, The Montgomery marchers, 
most of them Negroes, dwindled 
to only about 200 after darkness 
fell. But the remnant remained 
in the street fading the capitol. 
Police st<?<Jd around. them. 

THREE ARRESTED 
In beflween the marches, Selma 

police arrested three white men 
on cllarges of assaulting three 
out-ofastate white clergymen who 

k part in a march here Tues­
day . . One of the ministers, the 

ev. James J. R:eeb of Boston, 
lay near death in a Birmingham 
hospital. 

Civil rights trouble - shooter 
~ ohn Doar of the Justice Depart· 
ment huddled with Dr. Martin 
Luther Kfag Jr., who touched off 
the mushrooming N-egro voter 
clrive nearly eight weeks ago. 

And LeRoy Collins, head of the 
federal commumty relations 
council, rushed . balCk to this 
racial target city. 

Before the night's marcll, one 
Dr. King's Meutenants, Hosea 

illiams of Savannah, Ga., 
shouted to a cheering crowd in 
he church: 

"If they stop us, we will stay 
there until they arrest us, tear­
gas us or let us go through!" 

Dr. King was not in the night 
procession. 
About an boor after tihe deipon­
ation sta,rted, pohice received 
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J50 Negiroes and white clergymen 
marc,hed from a church. he re 
Wednesday night and stood in 
the street singing and praying 
after police halted the procession. 

It was the fil'St night march 
since Gov. Geoiige C. Wallace 
banned after-dark demonstrations 
following a violent outburst at 
neartby Marion the night of Feb. 
18. 

Negro leaders vowed tihey 
would stay in the street until 
arrested or allowed to proceed. 

Wednesday night's maroh -
halted after a half a block -
:pushe!l to nearly 2000 the numiber 
f demonstrators who surged into 

the streets here and at Mont· 
gomery, tme state capital, in the 
long, tense day. 

Five hundred mar.chers were 
blocked by police in the day­
light d.einonstralUIA h""' -Bu 
nearly 11111 mlltched 1 n Mont­
gomery, massing at the state 
captlol in a futile effort to hand 
the governor a civil rights peti,. 
tion. w-
, The Montgomery marchers, 
most of them Negroes, dwindled 
to only about 200 after darkness 
fell. But the remnant remained 
· the street faOing the capitol. 
Police stqoci aroll!d . tlhem. 

THREE ARRESTED 
In between the marches, Selma 

police arrested three white men 
on oharges of assaulting three 
out..of0state white clergymen who 
ook part-in a march here Tues­

lclay. , One of the ministers, the 
~ev. James J. Reeb of Boston, 
lay near death in a Birmingham 
hospital. 

Civil rights trouble - shooter 
John Doar of the Justice Depart­
ment huddled with Dr. Martrin 
Luther Kring Jr., who touched off 
the musnroomring Negro voter 
drive nearly eight weeks ago. 

And LeRoy Collins, head of the 
federal community relations 
couool, rushed _ back to this 
racial target oity. 

Before the night's march, one °" Dr. King's lieutenants, Hosea 
Williams of Savannah, Ga., 
shouted to a cheering crowd in 
he church: 

"If the.y stop us, we will stay 
there until they arrest us, tear­
gas us or let us go through!" 

Dr. King was not in the night 
procession. 
About an hour after the detpon• 

tion started, poldce received 
an anonymous bomb tihreat 

~uad fl t.roopem searched 
lb, blmdling. They found nothing. 

Moments before, a Negro in 
line rear of the throng yelled: 
"We're going liO make the troop­

earn tlheir money tonight.'' 
'PEACEFUL' PROTEST 

The harsh glow of headlights 
from tlhe police cars and the 
flashing of camera equipment 
punctuated tlhe darlmess near the 
pburch. It was •in 11. Negro bou&,,, 
µig area with fa lleh~ 
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associate of Dr. King. Flanking 
Dr. Abernatihy were o!Jher min­
isters, some white, the others 
Negro. 

Faced by the city 's publ.ic 
safety director, Wilson Baker, 
a nd the force of police, Dr. 
Abernathy saad: "We only want 
to make a pea,cefol protest in an 
orderly manner by wa.lking to 
the courthouse." 

"You cannot go any further 
under any circumstances," Mr. 
Ba,ker rep.Lied. "Halt this march 
right here, rJght now!" 

LEADS IN PRAYER 
Mr. Abernathy led his fol­

lowers in prayer. 
}Je linked arms with ma·rchers 

on · each side. T~n · they aH be­
gan sing,ing, "We Shall Over­
come," the tlh:eme song of their 
movement. 

With Mr. Abemathv in the 
front row were the Rev. Edward 
Blackman of Boston, the Rev. 
Frank Anderson of Braintree, 
Mass., and Father John Ega111 of 
Chlcago, a R o m a n Catholic 
priest. Ail! are white. 

The front 11anks were com­
posed maiil'ly of white mindsters. 
11he march e r s stood four 
a:breast. They were Iuned up for 
100 yards. 

One iby one the ministers in 
the front ranks offered prayers. 

There was no ail<temrpt to break 
through the police lines. 

Selma police arrested three 
men and charged them with 
assault with intent to murder 
in the street clubbing Tuesday 
night of the Rev. James J . 
Reeb, 38, of Boston, and two 
other white ministers. Mr. 
Reeb, a Unitarian minister, lay 
near death in a Birmingham 
hospital. 

Held were William Stanley 
Hoggle, 36, and Elmer Cook, 41, 
both in the used ca.r business 
here, and R. B. Kelly, 30, a 
Selma telev,is,ion repairman. 

A warrant was issued for a 
fourth man. 

Mr. Reeb and his compan1ons 
took part in Tue&lay' s mass 
maroh. Only Mr. Reeb was hu,rt 
seriously i,n the attack. Mean­
while, the Justice Department 
joined in a suit filed by civil 
rights leaders for a federa.! court 
order banning interference with 
peaceful demonstrations. 




